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sacrifice in which the sexual act was worshipped, and which
in later times developed into the worship of the phallus as
Mahadeva. The priests, who spoke of themselves as the
representatives of gods on earth, 'indulged largely in sexual
debaucheries. The priest was enjoined by a special rule not
to commit adultery with the wife of another during a parti-<
cularly holy ceremony,buc if he could not practise continence,
he might expiate his sin by a milk offering to Varur a and
Mitra. Naturally the sentiment towards woman was low.
An ancient verse, cited in the Anabhiraiifitaka, compares
womankind to highways, rivers, court-yards, hostelries and
taverns which extend universal hospitality to all alike and ends
by saying that wise men never stoop to wrath at frailty in a
sex so frail ? We are told in the Adiparva oi^^Mahdbharaia:

<c Women were formerly not immured within houses and
dependent upon husbands and other relatives; They used to
go about freely, enjoying as they liked best. They did not
then adhere to their husbands faithfully, and yet they were
not regarded sinful, for that was the sanctioned usage of the
times. That very usage is followed to this day by birds and
beasts without any exhibition of jealousy. That practice,
sanctioned by precedent, is applauded by great JRishis. The
practice is yet regarded with respect among the Northern
K-urus. Indeed that usage so lenient to woman hath the
sanction of antiquity.^ Again m the Udyogafarua of the
same book it is said : "The birth of a daughter in the fami-
lies of those that are well behaved and high-born and endowed
with fame and humility of character is always attended with
evil results. Daughters when born in respectable families,
always endanger the honor of their families, m, their mater-
nal and paternal families and the family into which they are
adopted by marriage." Still worse is the description of woman
given in the Anu^asanaparua. Sukrati, the grandson of
Janaka, the ruler of the Videhas, has declared : t1 There is the
well-known declaration of the scriptures that women are in-
competent to enjoy freedom at any period of their life. Even
if high-born and endued with beauty and possessed of protec-
tors, women wish to transgress the restraints assigned to
them. There is nothing else more sinful than women."
<{ Women are fierce. They are endued with fierce prowess,